
The Horror of Biblio 
     . . . if the gospel is speaking, it speaks first and foremost to those with 

enough sense to see that they are lost, wounded, and in need of renovation. 
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Pass ionatel y  communicat ing  the l ove of  God  t o hurt ing kids  i n  a  gent le way   

     It was a cloudy January day when I walked into the facility. A group of 
young men were walking by the reception desk, heading to the dining hall for 
their noon meal. I joined them, and stood in line with them while they waited 
for their lunch. One of the young men quickly recognized me and began     
peppering me with questions.  
    “Pastor Jon, do you know about the horror of biblio?” 
    “The what?” I leaned in to try to understand  his question. 
    “You know, the whore of biblio.” 
     “The whore of biblio?” I responded. “What is that?” 
     “You know, the whore of biblio, it's part of my religion.” he                        
asserted confidently. 
     I then realized what he was trying to say. “You mean Babylon?” 
    “Yeah, that’s it! The Whore of Babylon! Can you tell me about her?” 
     “Sure.” I replied. “Babylon was actually a country in Biblical times-“ 
     “I know that-“ 
     “It was located in current day Iraq-“ 
     “I know all that. But I want to know about the whore, what about the 
whore?” This guy seemed particularly fixated on this one term.     
 I think he was just surprised to find that word in the Bible. We talked for a few 
minutes more; he seemed disappointed that I did not have any scandalous 
details for him. 
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     One thing that never ceases to throw me back in my 
seat is how so many kids who get abused end up     
wearing the guilt of their perpetrator.  Recently a young 
person approached me after a church service and asked, 
“I haven’t been to church in four or five years (because of 
guilt), but I think I’d really like to become a Christian.  Can 
you talk to me about it today?” 
     Later that afternoon I saw the child during my cottage 
visits.  I asked, “What questions do you have about  
becoming a Christian?” 
     She said, “Well, I’d like to become a Christian, but I 
was always told (long pause)….. That having sex before 
you are married is a REALLY bad sin.” 
     Here’s a kid that’s not even thirteen years old. She  
hasn’t darkened the doors of a church for four or five 
years because she thinks that God is mad at her for   
having pre-marital sex. Let’s do the math. One; what kid 
under age twelve really goes out looking for sex?  Two; 
she has felt guilty about the incident for four or five years. 
Three; this is a child who was abused around age eight. 
     I said to her, “I know a Bible passage that needs to be 
your anchor and the song of your soul. 2 Corinthians 5:17
-21. You need to let these verses define you.  Jesus 
Christ made the great exchange when he basically said, 
‘Trade me your guilt, shame, sin, everything that’s been 
done to you that was bad and sinful, everything that 
you’ve done that is bad and sinful, and I will give you my 
life, my holiness, my purity, and my righteousness.’  You 
are completely holy and pure because of Christ.  He does 
not see your sin, or define you by your mistakes ever 
again.  You are a new creation by faith in Christ.”  
     Her response was priceless. “That’s wonderful!  Is that 
really true?” 
     That’s my favorite part of ministry.  When somebody 
really gets the good news of the gospel, and you see that 
shame, guilt, and fear that they’ve been wearing for so 
long, just slide off like a fried egg from a new Teflon pan.  
I don’t understand why so many victims of abuse wear 
that putrid garment of guilt from their abuser, but I know 
the answer is found in wearing the robe of righteousness 
bought by the blood of Christ.   

By Aaron Jeffers 

Questions Kids AskQuestions Kids Ask  
“Isn’t that a really bad sin?” 
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     Later that afternoon I was working with a group of 
girls in the same building. Several of the girls had re-
quested Bibles. I was passing them out when Stacey 
(name changed to protect privacy) approached me. 
     “Do you know what the Bible says about the Devil? 
His real name is Lucifer and there are a lot of verses 
about him.” 
     With this young lady I had a hard time getting a word 
in edgewise. She began quoting verses about Satan that 
she had memorized. 
     “Did you know that there’s a new TV show about   
Lucifer coming to earth. He’s not really a bad guy, he is 
just misunderstood. Do you think the devil really has 
good intentions?” 
     I interrupted Stacey’s rush of questions and explained 
to the girls. “If some stranger broke into here and 
punched you in the face, you would not be asking 
dreamy questions about his motives. You don’t need to 
speculate about the intentions of the guy who just broke 
your nose- he hurt you, and that’s all you need to know. 
The Devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy.” 
     Stacey blinked for a few seconds before resuming her 
line of questions. “What is on page 666 of the Bible? 
What is the sixth verse on page 666? . . . Do you think 
the antichrist has been born yet?” 
     Her single minded obsession with the occult seemed    
unflappable. Her mindset reminded me of the young 
man I had encountered that same day. Their laser focus 
on irrelevant or negative things flustered me.  With all 
the vast riches available in scripture, they were choosing 
to only read and attend to foolish and dangerous things. 
More often than I would like, I find myself redirecting 
kids away from these fruitless obsessions and back to 
the heart of the gospel. 
Distorted Lenses 
     I am learning that so many of us read scripture 
through the distorted lens of our own sin.  We allow our 
wounds to interpret scripture for us. The teen boy who 
has endured molestation fixates on ‘the whore.’ The 
young lady who was raised in ritualistic satanic abuse 
seeks out occult references in scripture. The young man 
who was rejected and insulted by his father seeks out 
verses about  judgment, wrath, and rejection when he 
 opens his Bible. As I distribute Bibles to these kids,  
 

I have been frustrated to see that they automatically 
search for  such things in scripture. I hand them a book 
full of good news, declaring the love, grace, and      
restoration of  the cross, and this is what they do. 
     I ask myself, How much more must God be vexed 
that His Word be approached in such a manner?  
Moreover, in what confused ways have I approached 
scripture, taking away a message of my own making? 
Common Ground 
     I shared these thoughts recently with a friend and 
he shrugged.  
     “I guess we all bring our sin to God in one way or 
another.” 
     It is true that my brokenness is the place where I 
encounter Christ. The sinner and the Savior find    
common ground at the cross. It is here that God offers 
restoration to the broken, and I bring my brokenness 
to be restored. In this way, my sin truly is the first 
point of intersection between myself and God. Notice 
that Jesus did not waste time discussing theology, 
church politics, or religious organizational strategies 
with those he encountered. In every case he moved 
towards the brokenness of the people he ministered 
to. The woman at the well tried to make appropriate 
‘religious’ conversation, and he pushed directly toward 
the heart of her wounds. When the religious elites 
brought ridiculous theological questions, Jesus 
brushed the shallow inquiries aside and instead      
addressed their pride and false righteousness. 
      Those of us who are enamored with Christianity as 
a good moral system or an effective social structure 
are missing the point. We relish the opportunity to use 
scripture to argue with Darwin or condemn certain 
groups of people. But if the gospel is speaking, it 
speaks first and foremost to those with enough sense 
to see that they are lost, wounded, and in need of  
renovation. 
     We all meet Christ in the context of our brokenness.  
     I suppose I should not be surprised to discover that 
so many of these youth search in the Bible for specific 
things. But I need to continue to remind them (and 
myself!) that Jesus brings grace, light, and restoration 
to these dark corners of the soul.  
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     -Voluntary: We freely offer opportunities to worship and learn; we accept the choice of others to decline 
 

     -On Site: Rather than bringing them to a church, we bring church to hurting people where they are at 
 

     -Needs Based: We believe the pain and struggles of our clients are more important than any lesson plan 

  or agendas of our chaplains, and intentionally defer to the needs of those we serve 
 

     -Experiential: Games and activities help our clients to grasp spiritual truths in a concrete way 
 

     -In Tune: Music is a powerful tool that helps us communicate to wounded people, and worship is carefully  

  woven into all of our programming 
 

     -Age Appropriate:  We tailor our presentations to be age and developmentally appropriate 
 

      -Bible Based: Setting aside fringe doctrinal differences, we continue to insist that a relationship with  

  Jesus Christ is God's core solution to the problems that individuals face 
 

      -Propositional: Our chaplains are not combative or argumentative. We do not defer to our own  

  authority as spiritual leaders; rather, we invite hurting people to take a leap of faith, take         
  ownership of their own walk with God, and find out for themselves that God is good! 

Our chaplains provide pastoral care to children and teens in         
residential psychiatric facilities throughout central Missouri.  

    The services that our Chaplains provide are: 


