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OF
Passionately communicating the love of
God to hurting kids in a gentle way

Harvest Time
Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until
harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the
fields! They are ripe for harvest.
- John 4:35
Nowhere is this statement more true than in
residential care! Children and teens arrive on
campus suffering the wounds of a brutal world.
Depression, grief and loss, addiction, abuse, selfharm, neglect, abandonment, assault . . . The list
goes on and on. These kids are literally coming
and going every week. Stick around long enough,
and almost all of those who were coming to
church are gone– new faces are appearing all the
time.
These youth hail from all over– rural and urban
areas, in and out of state, even out of the country.
Their exposure to the gospel is equally varied.
But one thing they have in common– they are all
in desperate need of a genuine, life changing
connection to their heavenly Father.
The chaplains at Days of Hope offer these kids
the opportunity to receive pastoral care– to ask
the tough questions, wrestle with the difficult
situations, and to hear a simple message of love
and reconciliation.

Pieces of Me
This original poem by one of our residents was shared with
me several months ago. It is reprinted here with permission:

I wish I could see you again
There’s a pain in my chest that won't go away
I need closure just don't know what to say
you've left a scar on my heart
Cause you've made me someone I'm not
You've shattered every part of me
And you didn't even pick up the pieces of me.
No you didn't even help me pick up the pieces of me
I'm trying to forget the things you've said
Hearing them now tears me apart
I wish that you could see who you've made me
Cause you've made me someone I'm not
And you've shattered every part of me
And you didn't even pick up the pieces of me
No you didn't even pick up the pieces of me
You may have made me someone I'm not
You may have shattered every part of me
But I don't need your help to pick up the pieces of me
No, I can do it myself and put every piece
right where it needs to be

Questions Kids Ask

This column is inspired by the questions we encounter every week as we minister to hurting kids.
By Aaron Jeffers
“Is there ever a point where God will
give up on you and not love you anymore?”

When you have received Christ by faith, you’re a child of God. And God never, never, never gives up on
his children. Here’s what God’s Word says about this question:
1. God is a good daddy. Good daddies are incapable of not loving their kids. Read Luke 15. Modern English
ears cannot comprehend the parable of the prodigal son without some background knowledge. This boy was essentially telling his dad, “I hate you so much, that I’d just as soon have your money and you be dead than
alive.” When Jesus told this parable, Jewish mouths especially would drop whenever they heard the part where
the father actually came running to receive the prodigal son back, let
Can a woman forget her
alone clothing and restoring him.
nursing
child, that she should
2. God made a bold promise to His children: “Never will I leave
you or forsake you” (Heb. 13:5). How is he able to keep that promise, have no compassion on the son of
even when we sin? Because Jesus was forsaken on the cross so we
her womb? Even these may forwould never be forsaken as a child of God. Jesus became all of our
get, yet I will not forget you.
sin and cried, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” If you
Behold, I have engraved you on
think your sin is too big for God to forgive, you’re simply not seeing the the palms of my hands; your walls
cross. You’re actually thinking your sin is bigger than the cross, and
are continually before me.”
that’s pride and unbelief.
-Isaiah 49:15-16 ESV
3. God is love. Read 1 John 4. It’s one thing to be loving and kind,
but it’s a whole new dimension to actually be love. Once you’re a
Christian, you are under the umbrella of God’s love because you’re with God.
4. When you’re a child of God, you are in Christ. (Col.1:27) The fact of the matter is, is that when you’re in
Christ, God loves you just as much as he loves Jesus. I’m not the one who said that, Jesus did in John 17:23, “I
in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and
loved them even as you loved me.” God could not give up on Jesus, so as God’s child, he cannot give up on you.
If you find yourself saying, “This sounds too good to be true!” Just remember that it’s God’s love, grace, and
kindness that leads us to true repentance (Rom.2:4; Titus 2:11-12). The Apostle Paul exhorted us to pray for a
revelation of God’s love that would empower the life of the believer with the fullness of God. In fact, why don’t we
just pray it right now?
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth
is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you,
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21

Strange Math By Jon Wells

God’s direction is clearly reflected in the outcomes. During a recent campus visit, Aaron and I were dropping in
1+1=2. At least that is what I have always thought. to invite girls to a service. At each building, I was
More than a year ago, I was impressed with the simple approached by several young ladies who wanted to
understanding that adding a chaplain to our team at participate in the service– One wanted to sing a song,
Days of Hope would do more than simply add to the another had a Bible verse she wanted to share, and yet
reach and scope of this ministry– it would multiply it! another wanted to read a poem. Although the service
Over the first few months of
was already planned– and I felt that
2014, I have witnessed this
we had some important things to
Two are better than one,
dynamic for myself. Solomon
share with the girls– I agreed to inbecause they have a good return for
shares with us in Ecclesiastes
corporate their gifts into the service.
their labor:
10 If either of them falls down,
about the amazing multiplication
This created some struggle for me;
one can help the other up.
of results that accompanies unity
I felt that I had a message to share
But pity anyone who falls
and teamwork. As Aaron trains
that night about God’s preference
and has no one to help them up. . .
and is exposed more and more
for relationship over religious
12 Though one may be overpowered,
to ministry in a residential setmotions.
two can defend themselves.
ting, the benefits of his presence A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
When the girls gathered for the
have been growing. As we walk
service,
I found myself scrambling to
-Ecclesiastes 4
through cottages, we are able to
fit all the pieces together. In the end,
minister on multiple levels at once, to kids and staff
the song, the scripture, and the poem all tied in with the
alike. Aaron’s presence in the services adds another message God had given me. In fact, the ministry that
caring person to pray with kids, and his ability to com- night was many times better thanks to the contributions
municate spiritual truth and connect with our youth is of these girls! And when we gave an opportunity to
strong. When one of us is discouraged or frustrated, respond at the end of the service, several of the girls did
we are able to encourage each other. Our times of
just that. If I had been a little more self directed, we
simply praying for one another before we go on cam- would have missed out on some incredible things that
pus have been a huge blessing!
night. This sensitivity to the Spirit’s guidance is of
This work is truly a spiritual battle. There are days primary importance; we need Him to be the first strand,
when it feels like we are moving forward, taking
Continued on next page
not the third!
ground, and accomplishing
great things. On other days it
feels more like slugging it out in
the trenches. In either case, our
second chaplain has made this
work much more fruitful.
I am also developing a
heightened awareness that we
need the ‘third strand’ in this
cord to be the presence and
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Our
ability to surrender our own
Pastor Aaron speaks at a girl’s service
plans and desires, and to follow
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Strange Math continued . . .

Finally, as we walk through the motions of our daily schedule at
Boys and Girls Town, I am finding myself processing things in a
whole new way. Of course, Aaron is learning exactly what it is that
a chaplain does– how do we respond to aggressive kids, how do
we react to inappropriate language or advances, what are the rules
about boundaries, about doorways, about correcting behavior.
But more importantly, together we are exploring the whys. I
have been serving as a chaplain for about five years. So much of
what I do on campus is second nature. As Aaron trains, we spend
time unpacking the reasons why we are intervening in certain ways
as much as we discuss the interventions themselves. This has
been a fruitful exercise, truly like ‘iron sharpening iron.’
Please continue to pray for us in this process. It is our hope that
we will find open doors in 2014, as we seek to send out highly
qualified chaplains to the other residential youth treatment facilities
in our area. Pray for Aaron as he learns to function in the strange
world that is residential care. Pray that we will be able to raise the
funds to bring him on full-time.
And pray that the Lord would multiply this work.

We are a not for profit, inter-denominational Christian ministry that seeks to address
the spiritual needs of children and teens who are in residential psychiatric care at Boys
and Girls Town of Missouri. We are supported by the prayer and gifts of individuals
and churches in our community. We work alongside many dedicated professionals at BGTM including educators,
therapists, doctors and nurses, child care workers and so many more who strive to help these children who have been
scarred by every form of abuse, abandonment, neglect, and harm.

The Services that Our Chaplains provide are:
Voluntary: We freely offer opportunities to worship and learn; we accept the choice of others to decline
On Site: Rather than bringing them to a church, we bring church to hurting people where they are at
Needs Based: We believe the pain and struggles of our clients are more important than any lesson plan or
agendas of our chaplains, and intentionally defer to the needs of those we serve
Experiential: Games and activities help our clients to grasp spiritual truths in a concrete way
In Tune: Music is a powerful tool that helps us communicate to wounded people, and worship is carefully
woven into all of our programming
Age Appropriate: We tailor our presentations to be age and developmentally appropriate
Bible Based: Setting aside fringe doctrinal differences, we continue to insist that a relationship with Jesus
Christ is God's core solution to the problems that individuals face
Propositional: Our chaplains are not combative or argumentative. We do not defer to our own authority as
spiritual leaders; rather, we invite hurting people to take a leap of faith, take ownership of their own walk
with God, and find out for themselves that God is good!

