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Those who believe in Christ Jesus may at one
time or another ask, “What did I do to deserve
this?” This is the question that I encountered during
my last visit in the residential facility. Many believers have the misconception that just because they
are saved means that they will not go through any
difficult times or experience hardships. When we
encounter these seasons in the wilderness, we ask
why we are suffering and attempt to find out what
we did wrong.
Last week I spoke with a small group during a
Bible Study on this subject and we started by
looking at the purpose of ‘the wilderness.’ In
Matthew 4:1 it says, “Then Jesus was led up by the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the

devil.” At Jesus baptism, His sonship had been
acknowledged by the Father. Then the Holy Spirit
lead Him into the wilderness to be tempted of
Satan. Now wait a minute, why would Jesus be led
into the wilderness to be tempted of Satan? What
does that really mean?
Looking back at the children of Israel, I found the
purpose of the wilderness experience. Deuteronomy
8:2 “You shall remember all the ways which the Lord
your God has led you in the wilderness these forty
years, that He might humble you, testing you, to
know what was in your heart, whether you would
keep His commandments or not.” There were four
reasons for the children of Israel to be led into the
wilderness; to develop humility, to examine what is
in their heart, to test or prove them, and to see if
they may keep God’s commandments. The children
of Israel seemed to fail at each encounter, and their
failures caused many of them not to enter into the
promise land. If we now examine the time that Jesus
spent in the wilderness, we will see great examples
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answering tHe rigHt Questions

By Skyler Martin
As Christians, we can be pretty bad about giving answers to questions that most people aren’t asking. We often
minister to people outside the Church as though they are walking around thinking, “How do I get to heaven? How do
I get saved? Can I get right with God?” The more that I spend time around youth, the more I realize that these
questions are completely disconnected from their day to day experiences and concerns. Certainly they are important
issues, but these questions are asked in a very different way by much of modern society, and especially at-risk youth.
I was sitting in a circle with five students last week who began to discuss their past experiences and what had led
them to the residential program they were now in. Student after student continued to talk about the reasons that
their parents couldn’t take care of them at present. One young man shared that his parents are addicted to drugs and
can’t take care of him and his siblings. The young lady next to him shared that the state would no longer allow her
dad to take care of her because of past events. There was one girl who shared shortly after who seemed to have
given up on the prospect of being reunited with her parents altogether. She simply said, “My dad actually has a lot of
money. He can take care of me. But he doesn’t want to.”
Her statement has lingered in my mind since that day, “…he doesn’t want to.” Deep within these kids is the same
desire that is deep within all of us. We are looking for family, for connection, and for a place to call our own. Throughout the ups and downs of life, we are looking for a place to belong. So many of these kids have bounced all through
foster care, residential programs, and temporary placements only to come to the conclusion about themselves that
they are un-lovable. The actions and words of their own parents have become the verdict on how they see
themselves and how they approach life overall. If mom or dad have neglected them, turned them over to the state,
or treated them like they were just obstacles in the way, the kids quickly receive the message, “YOU DON”T BELONG
HERE.” After receiving that message in multiple contexts, it can become completely ingrained in one’s soul and turn
into, “I DON’T BELONG ANYWHERE.”
So after years of abuse and bouncing from one home to the next, it should be no surprise to ministers and
congregations that the questions being asked by these wounded children have nothing to do with words like
salvation, being “saved,” or heaven. Instead, their questions have to do with belonging, significance, relationships,
and suffering. Rather than asking how to get to heaven, these kids want to know if there is a God who cares about the
hell they’ve walked through. Rather than ask how to be “saved,” they are interested in finding out where and to
whom they can belong. And as Christians, we have great answers to these questions:
Yes, God cares about all of the suffering you’ve gone through and in Jesus Christ, He suffers with you. Yes, you
belong to a loving Father who delights in you and loves you no matter what.
Our faith must give an answer for the very real questions and concerns that people naturally have. One of the
biggest hurdles for us as chaplains, ministers, and youth-workers is to get past the desire to make people ask the
“right questions.” Each individual’s pain and experiences have shaped the questions that they ask and the concerns
that they have. Rather than try to change people’s questions or control conversations, we can rest in the work of the
Holy Spirit, knowing that whatever the question is, a personal experience of the risen Christ is the answer. God is fully
able and interested in engaging with their concerns, no matter how deep, dark, or difficult.

goD in tHe Darkness

by Jon Wells

The children and teens we minister to in residential care all have suffered in various ways. Each child carries their own
unique story of pain. I was praying with a young lady recently who began to weep. The ugliness of her story poured out as she
choked back tears, recounting to me the addiction, abuse, and abandonment that has defined her family since birth. The ugly
details tumbled out between sobs, and she finished the account with a simple summation- ‘I don’t know what to do.’ There
seems no end to this flow of broken lives streaming in to the facilities where we serve. But these settings do not have a
monopoly on suffering.
As I write today, a dear friend is burying his father. Another is suffering a brutal marital separation. Still another friend lies in
the hospital, recovering from major surgery. You and I need not visit an institution to find suffering; we are surrounded by these
things. Dark moments and difficult paths come to us all; no one is exempt, no one escapes. King David called it the ‘valley of
the shadow of death.’ St. John of the Cross used the term ‘dark night of the soul.’ If we live long enough to see them, each of
us will walk through seasons of grief, loss, trauma, or pain.
One of the unique aspects of residential care is that all of these kids arrive in the midst of the storm. They are all in the
same moment coping with the fallout of their own personal derailment. And working among these kids is teaching me about
the heart of God.
David tells us in the 34th Psalm that ‘The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed.’
Later in Psalm 46 we are reminded that ‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’ I have seen first-hand
that the heart of God is near to the suffering person. In a million different ways He makes Himself known, closing the distance
and ministering grace in the dark moments. But I am learning that there is more going on behind the scenes in these tough
times. God is more than present; He is busy at work. I am coming to see that there is great treasure in suffering. All we see in
the moment is the pain that shimmers on the surface, but God is often deep below working in ways we cannot understand.
Some of His greatest miracles are veiled in darkness.
The very thought is unnatural. The idea of finding riches in suffering challenges my
At noon, darkness came over most basic desire for peace and comfort. But Paul came to understand this mystery;
the whole land until three in there are things you gain in the darkness that can be had no other way. This is why he
the afternoon. 34 And at three said in his letter to the Christians in Phillipi ‘ I want to know Christ—yes, to know the
in the afternoon Jesus cried out power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his
in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema
death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead’ (3:10-11). I am
sabachthani?” (which means
more than happy to lay claim to resurrection! I will give a hearty Amen! to the idea of
“My God, my God, why have
knowing Christ in the power of his resurrection. But participating in His sufferings?
you forsaken me?”). Mark 15
Becoming like Christ in His death? I would prefer to use some fancy theological
backflips to avoid the implications of that part of the verse. Surely that is metaphorical? Didn’t Jesus suffer so that I would not
have to? Maybe this suffering stuff only applies to Paul.
Go back and carefully re-read that verse. Paul intentionally used the word ‘somehow’ to connect suffering and resurrection.
Although he did not completely understand it, Paul had learned enough to know that resurrection cannot be had without the
brutality of the cross. I will say it again; the pains that we suffer carry with them vast riches that cannot be found anywhere else.
The great tragedy of suffering is that it can so easily cause my soul to collapse like a dying star- the temptation to surrender
to despair and bitterness is great. The suffering person is given a choice, and I have seen so many choose to allow their brutal
circumstances to harden their hearts. Those of us who become embittered in our pain are unable to lay hold of the good things
that might come from our agony. But let me encourage you to open your eyes in seasons of suffering. God is always at work in
our lives, and our darkest moments may be the most fruitful we ever experience.
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of the right way to navigate the these difficult times.
Satan told Jesus, “And the tempter came and said to Him, "If you are the
Program Director Son of God, command that these stones become bread." (Matthew 4:3)
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In this instance we know Jesus’ response. “But He answered and said, "It
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is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God.'" (Matthew 4:4)
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Let’s think for a moment. We know that Jesus had the ability to turn stones
Sean@daysofhope.net into bread, but His response was to humble himself and wait on the Father to
provide. Philippians 2:8 says “Being found in appearance as a man, He humChaplain
bled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
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Skyler@daysofhope.net cross.” The greatest form of humility is exercised through submission.
Looking back at the response of the children of Israel we will find that their
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Jo Ann Davidson reaction was the exact opposite. When the Lord fed them with manna and
joann@daysofhope.net quail, He gave Moses instructions for all of the people. The instructions were
to gather enough manna for each person in the dwelling in the morning, and
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to gather the quail in the evening. What did some of the people do? Some
gathered extra so they could save it, even though it was a direct contradiction
to what God instructed. The lesson that the Father was teaching them was to
trust Him for everyday necessities. Just as Jesus taught in the Lord’s Prayer,
www.daysofhope.net “Give us this day our daily bread”.
To humble oneself is to be reduced in status, rank or position. When we
We are currently
submit to God we are essentially saying ‘We trust you, Lord.’ The children of
scheduling speaking
Israel did not have that trust. Jesus exemplified that trust. As Philippians
engagements. If you states, He became like us in the form of a man. He was tempted in every way
are interested in
but did not sin. Every person that is a professed Christian can expect to endure
inviting one of our
a wilderness experience in the process of their perfecting. 1 Peter 5:10 says,
chaplains to come
“After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you
and share with
to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and
your church, class,
establish you.” Not only is suffering a part of the process but it leads to a
or community group,
great reward, contributes to our spiritual growth, and glorifies God. Do you
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remember what the Father did for Jesus after he had been tempted of Satan?
Yes, He sent angels to minister to Jesus. Much like Elijah’s experience in the
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desert as he was running away from Jezebel, Jesus was refreshed with food
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and drink. Let’s continue to encourage one another to trust God to sustain us
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through all situations.

