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     Last Wednesday was just another normal day at 
Piney Ridge for me. I was on a mission to find three 
young men who had each recently requested a Bible. 
One at a time, I tracked them down. I took the time with 
each resident to carefully print his name in his new Bible. 
I explained our Bible Sponsor program to each of the 
guys. I assured them that these were new Bibles, but 
that a Bible sponsor had taken the time to highlight spe-
cial verses for them, and to write them a note of encour-
agement in the back. (The Bibles I distributed last week 
were highlighted by volunteer Bible Sponsors from the 
Nazarene church in Waynesville. Thank You!!) 
     Whenever I give a Bible to a child, I make a point of 
finding and noting a special passage. I look up the verse 
and highlight it; then I write 
the reference on the front 
page. I also note the page 
number so that the child can 
easily find it. Finally, I jot an 
encouraging note. In these 
moments it is normal for me 
to pray, asking for direction. 
There are obviously some old 

standby verses, ones that are supportive and helpful in a 
general way.   But I am often impressed to share a spe-
cific verse with a child. 
     When I got down to my last Bible, I had difficulty locat-
ing the final recipient. I eventually found Josh (name 
changed to protect identity) on his unit, and asked him if 
he would give me a few minutes. He happily agreed, and 
we sat down facing each other in the hallway, our backs 
propped up against the wall. I jumped into my normal  
explanation of our Bible sponsor program, and showed 
Josh how his Bible sponsor had highlighted various pas-
sages. As I searched the pages for a verse to personally 
highlight for him, I began asking that simple question. 
     'OK Lord, what is a good verse for this guy?' 
     The answer was immediate. When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the childish ways be-

hind me. 
     That can't be right. It's kind 
of insulting! 
     Again I asked, 'What would 
be a good passage that might 
help this young man?' 
     Again, my impression was 
very direct. I Corinthians 13:11.     

Interested in Being a Bible Sponsor? Contact us! 

By Jon Wells 



     We expect to have a large number of youth at the St. 
James  campus who are unable to go on a pass over the      
holidays. We hope to provide a fun time for each child as   
well as a stocking full of small gifts. Each stocking will include 
small toys, hygiene items, treats, and a special gift to help 
them grow in their faith. For some of these residents, this 
may be the only gift they will receive on Christmas Day.      
Perhaps the most important gift is just being present with the 
kids on a very difficult day.   
     Every year this event is a great success, and we are hoping 
for a similar  experience this year. We will be including a     
service  project as part of our programming on Christmas Day; 
this has proven to be a  favorite for many of the kids. This year 
we will again be teaming up with Sole Hope; creating patterns 
for shoes to send to needy kids in Uganda.   
       The  Christmas party itself includes game and inflatable 
rentals, food, and activities. Are you interested in being a part 
of this special event? We are looking for volunteer families to 
join us on the 25th, folks who can prepare food for the party, 
a clean up crew to help at the end of the evening, as well as 
financial sponsors to help offset the cost of this event. 
   If you are able to help meet any of these needs, please    
contact JoAnn at:    

 Joann@daysofhope.net 

Competing in the  
Bungee Run on  
Christmas Day 

Christmas Day CelebrationChristmas Day Celebration  

You Can Help! 

-Volunteers 

-Snack Foods 

-Clean up crew 

-Financial Sponsors 



Continued on pg. 5 

     The more I work with hurting kids, the more I come to 
recognize the Kingdom for what it truly is. And one of the 
dichotomies that I have come to see more and more 
clearly in the past few years speaks to the very heart of 
the nature of the kingdom of God. 
     His Kingdom is invitation- not obligation. It's an              
invitation into freedom and out of bondage. The Kingdom 
beckons us into peace and out of turmoil. The Son of God 
invites us out of our woundedness and into healing; out of 
our broken behaviors and into redemptive living; out of 
the old habits reflect the abuses of her past, and into real 
life. 
     Throughout the gospels, Jesus is repeatedly heard     
saying, "The kingdom of God is near . . . the kingdom of 
God is at hand." Not once in the gospels do I see the 
phrase, "invite me into your heart." Rather, Jesus was   
singularly focused on his Father’s Kingdom. I am learning 

that the kingdom of God is an open 
door- an invitation into the light, 
and out of the darkness. Jesus 
summed it up clearly when he     
declared, "the enemy comes to 
steal, kill, and destroy. I have come 
that you might have life, and have it 
to the full."  
     Conversely, many of us grew up 
internalizing religious systems that 
are all about obligation. The        
religious me knows that since Jesus 
died for me, I kind of have to live 

for Him now. The religious me understands that I am     
expected to love my neighbor, to honor my parents, to 
show kindness to strangers. The religious me feels the 
weight of spiritual obligation. It is an eternal duty, often 
driven by guilt and shame. 
     Religious systems can be summed up as the effort and 
activity of men to affect the heart of God. The ancient 
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     After a little internal wrestling, I recorded the      
passage reference in the front of his Bible, along with 
the page number. As for the note of encouragement, 
all I could write was one phrase. 'There will come a 
day . . .' I handed the Bible to Josh.  
     "I don't know what to tell you. I highlighted a verse 
for you here, but I want you to know I've never given 
this verse to anyone, and I've done this hundreds of 
times." I could tell his curiosity was peaked. "I hope 
this doesn't insult you, but here is your verse." 
     "Don't worry Pastor Jon," Josh replied. "You won't 
insult me."  
     He took the Bible I handed him and read the verse 
aloud. His shoulders slumped. His head drooped. He 
quietly responded, "Yeah that's right." 
     Josh went on to explain how much time he has 
spent in residential facilities, how he is now 17, almost 
18, and should be in a transitional facility, how he can't 
move on because of his behavior. Josh admitted that 
he'd had a rough weekend, and was acting up the very 
moment I walked onto his unit- acting like a kid. 
     "There will come a day when you wake up and 
have the strength to put 
childish things behind you; 
when you choose to leave 
foolish and petty things in 
the past. I don't know 
when, perhaps tomorrow, 
or next week, or next year, 
but the day will come."  
     I prayed with this young 
man and left the unit won-
dering 'how long?' How 
long until Josh figures it 
out?      
     So many of the youth 
we serve are victims of their own sporadic behavior. 
Bad choices make it impossible for these young     
people to succeed in the foster care system or in       
an independent living program.  
     Will you join me in praying for Josh and kids like 
him who are sabotaging their own success with       
foolishness? 

20 Once, on being asked by the        

Pharisees when the kingdom of God 

would come, Jesus replied, “The coming 

of the kingdom of God is not something 

that can be observed, 21 nor will people 

say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because 

the kingdom of God is in you.” 

    -Luke 17    

By Jon Wells 
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By Aaron Jeffers 
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     I would say the number one prayer request that Jon and I hear is, “Can you pray that 

God would get me out of here?!”  I don’t blame these kids. When you think about putting 

nineteen kids into one cottage or a hundred kids in a facility that all eat together, sleep 

under the same roof, and wake up together, it’s not like church camp. All these kids have 

either suffered severe abuse, or they’ve been the abuser that got arrested and sent to  

residential care. Now take that mix and throw them all in the same fish tank. There’s      

always collateral damage emotionally and spiritually. You get a kid that’s been abused that 

now is exposed to kids that bully 24/7. 

     So when a kid says to me that they want to just go home I ask, “So, if God answers 

your prayer to just get out of here, where would you go?” 

     “Back home I guess.” 

     “Well what’s that like?” This is the moment when Jon and I brace for another horror 

story that was the reason that got them into residential in the first place. 

     I’ve asked God many times in the last two years, Where’s a good home for these kids 

and how do they ever find it? Because even if they get placed in a foster care situation, 

that’s no guarantee. These kids are so broken, the foster parents sometimes send them 

back into residential, unable to deal with all the boundary issues. 

     The answer that I believe God has given me is that this world really isn’t home for any 

of us; we are transients on this planet ourselves. Many times the Bible refers to our walk as 

a 'pilgrimage.' There are over twenty-five verses that reinforce this idea that we are just 

passing through. We hear about all the refugees fleeing Syria to get out of the war zone. 

We’ve seen homeless people and gypsies. But have we come to grips that this world is 

really not our home and that we ourselves are refugees?   

     Many times the reality for these kids in residential is that they have no home life or hope 

of a home unless they find it in the heart of God. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve      

observed the most mature Christian faith in the heart of a kid who has been through this 

kind of a situation and made peace with God. I think we all need to come to grips that we 

really are just passing through on this planet. I would challenge you to take time this 

Thanksgiving season, as you think about the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock, to pray for the 

kids that are finding their way home in God. Pray for your own pilgrimage.  Depending on 

which version you read,  1 Peter 2:11 calls us 'sojourners, exiles, temporary residents, 

foreigners, or aliens' 

     Either way the message is the same:  We’re not home until we’re with God. 
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Greeks and Romans, the Hindus, the pagans, and so many other devout peoples across the globe 
today find themselves in the same state. Whether serving Zeus or Shiva, the religious man asks 
himself, 'what good can I do, what evil can I avoid, so as to somehow appease my god?'  Like-
wise, my religious endeavors focus on works, piling them up like chips on the table, leveraging 
my personal effort and ability to accomplish something in the Kingdom of God. The  problem is, 
in so many religious systems, the only kingdom I am accomplishing anything it is a kingdom of 
my own making! 
     The gospel, on the other hand, is God's active effort to win back the hearts of men. Rather 
than focusing on what I can do to somehow save myself, the gospel explains what God has done 
to rescue me. The life and death of Christ settles once and for all the question of my relationship 
with God. "Does God like me? Is He mad at me? Will He bless me? How do I get God to help 
me?" The Gospel sets me free from the never-ending questions that plague the religious man.  
     It's funny, but the youth I work with seem to understand all too well the restrictions and    
demands of obligatory religion. When I come into a room they droop their heads, admit their 
faults and explain how they fall short. These kids know that they don't measure up, that they will 
probably never attain the lofty heights of moral excellence and righteous living that so many  
religious folks strain towards. What so many of them do not know is that such moral excellence 
and righteous action is worthless. The only works that really count for anything have already 
been done- the only action that moves the Kingdom occurred on a cross centuries ago. 
     I am learning that those who respond to the invitation of the gospel naturally grow in more 
perfect things like love, joy, peace, and patience. Those who respond to the invitation into      
restoration learn the beauty of simple acts like honoring a parent or serving the weak. 
     I hope to abandon every vestige of religious exertion.  I am praying for the arrival of God's 
kingdom in my own life in such a way that I live and move and have my being in Him. Centered in 
Christ. Rooted squarely at the heart of the kingdom. Living in freedom and light.  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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     We want to thank all of our donors for faithfully standing alongside us in this work. This past month the 

Board of Directors voted to do some restructuring in an effort to be better stewards of the resources that we 

have been trusted with by our donors. The Board put together a plan to work within our current giving and 

build a reserve that will help us expand our chaplain services to children in crisis in the Central Missouri   

region.   

     Would you consider partnering with us in this important work of bringing the Gospel to the least of 

these?  We are currently preparing for our Christmas Day outreach and will have a number of expenses  

associated with that event. As you plan your 2016 giving, please  consider adding a monthly contribution     

to Days of Hope as part of your giving plan.  
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Special Thanks to Our Agency Partners! 
     Every year, thousands of children and teens are sent to the residential facilities we serve to    

receive help with the overwhelming problems they are facing. At Days of Hope we continue to  

insist that God’s solution to all of the innumerable challenges is found in the person of Jesus Christ.   

     We are a not for profit, inter-denominational Christian ministry that seeks to address the       

spiritual needs of children and teens who are in residential psychiatric care  at facilities throughout 

central Missouri. We are supported by the prayer and gifts of individuals and churches in our     

community. We work alongside many dedicated professionals including  educators, therapists,    

doctors and nurses, child care workers and so many more who strive to help these children who 

have been scarred by every form of abuse, abandonment, neglect, and harm. 

     Through the ministries that are offered at Days of Hope,  Bibles are distributed, pastoral     

counsel, services, and groups  are provided, and these children are given an opportunity               

to respond to the gospel message. 
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