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Passionately communicating the love of God to hurting kids in a gentle way

Unconditional Surrender

By Jon Wells

Jesus, I surrender. I relent. I cease resistance. I
submit to your authority. I give up. I hand over
myself. I lay down my arms. I capitulate. I give in, I
give way, I yield, I concede. I back down. I relent. My
resistance crumbles. I abandon my
agenda. I surrender.
This simple plea has been one of the
most profound prayers I have wrestled
through. Surrendering selfdetermination is a necessary and fruitful
step in our walk of faith. If we would
ever finally relent, finally concede that God is God
and we are not, our lives would change in amazing
ways. Surrender means giving up on my plans and
expectations. Surrender releases control over
direction, purpose, and means. Surrender means
letting go.
But surrender is soooooo hard. It immediately
brings the question to mind, what if? What if I really

gave in? What if I really engaged in an unconditional
surrender of my whole being, my little kingdoms, my
spheres of influence? What if I finally and completely
surrendered?
Is God really good? I am about to find out! What if
I agree to follow His lead and He ruins my
life? What if I surrender only to find out
He does not really care? Does God really
know how to manage my life as well as
I do? Does He even know the strategies
for keeping my career on an upward
trajectory? Has He taken a good financial
management course? What If I follow and He leads
me to walk blindly into a brick wall? Is God's heart
truly beating for my good? Can I trust His heart?
The follower of Christ is called to lead a
surrendered life. Christianity is not a convenient
label, a membership, or an eternal fire insurance
plan. At its core, our faith is a call from the very heart

Does God
really know how
to manage my life
as well as I do?

Continued on page 4
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Questions Kids Ask

By Aaron Jeffers

Do you really think Jesus was nailed
to the cross through his hands?

I was asked this question recently by a teen in
rehab searching for truth.
He said, “There’s no way Jesus could have been
crucified through the hands! I mean, Jesus told
Thomas to look at his hands. If he was really crucified through his hands, the weight of his own
body would’ve been too much pressure for his
hands to hold him on a cross. Am I right?!?”
The Bible College answer (which is not the answer the boy needed) is that the Romans had
multiple methods of crucifying; they could have
used leather or some sort of rope in tandem with
nails. Also, the word “hand(s)” in the Koine Greek
(Which Jesus spoke) referred to the general area
of hand-arm-fingers. This means Jesus could have
been crucified with the nails in his wrists which
would translate into English as “hand” or “hands”.
But instead of addressing his question directly,
God led me to respond in a different way. I
shared with him about the day I had one of my
worst struggles with sin. I was really battling, and I
heard God speak to me, “My son didn’t lie.”
I thought to myself, “What? Here at this horrible place in my life you’re going to speak to me?”
Again, I heard deep in my spirit, “My son did not
lie.”
Well, I wish I could say that I was superspiritual and did not sin. But afterwards, I opened
my Bible to this very passage where Jesus said,
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
Then right at that moment the Holy Spirit
revealed to me: “I had to forsake my Son so I
would never have to forsake you. My Son
became all of your sin, Aaron. That’s why I could
still be with you while you were sinning. I told you

I’d never leave you nor forsake you. My Son’s
sacrifice is what bought that promise.”
The worst part of the cross was not the gory
detail of the scourging, the crown of thorns, the
mocking, or the nails. Jesus became our sin. God
the Father, in His holy and sinless nature had to
forsake His Son, causing Jesus to literally die of a
broken heart (Blood and water from the spear to
his side proves it was a pulmonary embolism). I
believe that this was the most painful part of the
cross for Jesus.
Jesus’ life was found in fellowship with His Father. When we sin, we are choosing fellowship
with sin instead of life in God. Jesus had to cover
all of those times we messed up by picking sin
over fellowship with God, and the only way to do
that was by becoming our sin. When we get this
revelation of His love for us, we’ll be more holy
on accident than we ever were on purpose.
2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of
God.”
So the answer is that Jesus was nailed to cross
through God’s love for us.
At the end of our conversation, the young man
asked if we could give him a Bible. What began as
a contentious conversation ended with a move
closer to God!
“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out
with a loud voice, saying,
‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?’”
Matthew 27:46, ESV
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Christmas Day Celebration
We have already received a few donations to help cover the expenses of our
Christmas Day Celebration this year. Thank You!!
We expect to have a large number of youth at the St.
James campus who are unable to go on a pass over the
holidays. We hope to provide a fun time for each child as
well as a stocking full of small gifts. Perhaps the most
important gift is just being present with the kids on a very
difficult day.
Every year this event is a great success, and we are
hoping for a similar experience this year. We will be including a service project as part of
our programming on Christmas Day; this has proven to be a favorite for many of the kids.
This year we will again be teaming up with Sole Hope; creating patterns for shoes to send
to needy kids in Uganda.
We will soon be announcing a time and date for
folks in the community to join us for a stocking stuffing
party. We will be preparing the stockings for the
children that evening. Each stocking will include small
toys, hygiene items, treats, and a special gift to help
them grow in their faith. For many of the residents,
this may be the only gift they will receive on Christmas
Day.
The Christmas party itself includes game and inflatable rentals, food, and activities. This will require
the support of many people. Are you interested in
being a part of this special event?
These are our current needs:
 Volunteer Families: Will you take an hour out of your holiday to come and visit with
the residents? Let us know and we can arrange a time for your family!
 Food: We will need a number of folks who can
provide finger foods, cookies, chips, etc.
 Games and inflatables: We are looking for financial sponsors to help us rent the equipment.
 Clean Up Crew: Can you join the team to help
clean up at 5pm that evening?
 Stockings: Supplies for the stockings are purchased from donations.
If you are able to help meet any of these needs,
please contact JoAnn at:

Joann@daysofhope.net
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Unconditional Surrender, cont.

of the Creator, a call to his children to voluntarily come home. And in the returning, we must surrender. Surrender
is the only path of return.
My rebellious heart cries out.
"I cannot surrender Lord, because of what Joe and Susie Christian did. They offended me"
"I cannot surrender, Lord, to religious structures and organizations, they offend me."
"I cannot surrender, Lord, to the mandates of men. They offend me."
But I am not called to submit to Joe and Susie. Religious structures are not God. First and
foremost, I am called to the feet of one who was nailed to a Roman cross for my sake. It is to
no other, for no other. I am called to surrender my life, such as it is, to the only one who is able
to reinvent every part and piece of me.
You see, religious organizations hold no power to restore my soul. Joe and Susie cannot
repair the broken pieces of me. (Perhaps at one time I thought they could, and perhaps that's
why they offend me so much now). Jesus, and Jesus alone, can meet me in the dark places of my life, and bring the
light of dawn. In Him is life, and that life is the light for all of us. (John 1:4)
In residential care we frequently encounter 'rebellious' kids. Technically, many of these youth are diagnosed with
Oppositional Defiant Disorder. The diagnostic criteria look like this, 'A pattern of angry/irritable mood,
argumentative/defiant behavior, or vindictiveness lasting at least 6 months as evidenced by . . .often losing temper,
often touchy or easily annoyed, often angry and resentful, often argues with authority figures, often refuses to
comply with rules, deliberately annoys others, often blames others for his or her mistakes, has been spiteful or
vindictive . . . ' (DSM-V, APA).
These ODD youth can most easily be understood as inverted kids. Whatever you ask of them, they invert the
request and do the opposite. You say up, they go down. You say right, they go left. This is one of the primary
reasons that participation in any kind of service that our chaplains offer is voluntary. I cannot count the number of
angry kiddos who have yelled at me, "You can't make me go to church!"
"I don't want to make you go to church. We would love to have you. But it sounds like you should probably stay
here. . . "
You would be amazed how many of those angry ones show up at the chapel!
Those of us who have attempted a wholesale surrender to Christ have learned that we are not unlike these
youth. We struggle to accomplish a full and complete surrender. We suffer from a spiritual oppositional defiant
disorder. And even if we accomplish it, we quickly discover that surrender is not a one-time event, but a daily
undertaking. Yesterday’s surrender is insufficient for today’s challenges. I should not be surprised by this, it was
Jesus who told us that we would need to take up our cross daily and follow Him. (Luke 9:23)
I am perpetually amazed at the good heart of an Almighty God, who does not demand my surrender at the sharp
point of a bayonet. He does not force anyone to relent. Rather, He invites each of us to our knees. Peter tells us in
his second epistle that God is not slow, rather He is patient with each of us, not wanting any to perish. And we, His
children with rebellious hearts, circle like wary birds, unsure if surrender is really a good idea.
Let me invite you, let me challenge you, to press into a deep and complete surrender today. God's heart is good.
You can trust Him.
Jesus I surrender.
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Every year, thousands of children and teens are
sent to the residential facilities we serve to receive
help with the overwhelming problems they are
facing. At Days of Hope we continue to insist that
Wall graffiti scribbled by a resident God’s core solution to all of the innumerable

challenges is found in the person of Jesus Christ. Through the ministries that are offered
at Days of Hope, Bibles are distributed, pastoral counsel, services, and groups are
provided, and these children are given an opportunity to
respond to the gospel message.

Thank you for helping us communicate the love of God to hurting kids in a gentle way!

Want to share this newsletter with a friend?
www.daysofhope.net/newsletter
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