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Passionately communicating the love
of God in a gentle way to hurting kids.

by Jon Wells

Of all the narratives recorded in the Old was that internal road from slavery to
Testament, the story of Moses is one of the most freedom that proved impossible for so many of them.
compelling. This account details how God set free a These slaves faced a daunting challenge; how to
band of ragtag slaves and established them as their ~ change ingrained patterns of thinking and acting that
own nation. Several books in the Bible are dedicated ~ Stretched back over 400 years. A fearful existence,
to telling this tale. They depict the incredible entrenched poverty, dependent living, and
personal story of God's messenger Moses, the institutionalized helplessness had been forged into the
miraculous demonstrations of power that forced the ~ Very identity of the Israelites by generations of brutal
Egyptian monarchy to relent, the years of nomadic forced labor. As Moses was soon to discover, you can
survival in the wilderness of the Sinai, and the final  take the slave out of Egypt, but it is a little tougher to
entrance into the promised land. | have often been get Egypt our of the slave.
amazed as | read the accounts of plagues, the parting It is no coincidence that one of God's first commands
of the Red Sea, and daily to Israel was to reserve one day each week for rest.

bread from heaven, but . . . Zero labor! The very idea
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to me to be the least of harsh whip. God also

the miracles experienced different from any of them instructed them to set
by the Israelites. aside ten percent of

The truly monumental task; the impossible goal their income and hold it in reserve. Those extra
that these people faced was something much smaller funds would eventually be brought as an offering to
and more complex. In freeing the slaves, God set out the Lord. Extra funds! What is a slave to do with
to convert each and every one of them from a small-  excess money? In these ways and more, we can see.__




God working with Israel, growing and developing each of them. While
outwardly they trudged through the deserts of the Sinai, they were inwardly
navigating a much deeper path, a path towards Godly identity.

In my years of working with at- risk youth in residential settings, I've seen many
versions of slavery play out before my eyes. Generational poverty that insists the
only way to live is helpless and dependent. Addictions to drugs, food, alcohol, or
sedatives that promise to take away pain of a wasted life. Violence and abuse that
inflicts pain as the only means of relating to others. Perpetual victimhood. Chaos
that permeates every part of the daily routine. Ignorance; a lack of education, a
total unwillingness to grow and learn. A firm conviction that my highest potential
is a sad and pathetic version of basic survival. A sick and twisted view of sexuality
that only includes victims and perpetrators. In these ways and others, | am
constantly encountering kids whose very identity has been warped by abuse and
generations of broken living.

Like the nation of Israel so many years ago, these youth have ingrained patterns
of thinking and acting that are deeply rooted. Like Israel, | see every day how God
is intervening, reaching out to these broken kids in amazing ways. And | am coming
to see that the path out of the prison of enslaved living is not as simple as turning
a key.

As we minister in residential
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unbelief. -Hebrews 3:19 that an invitation for response at
the end of a campus service went

unanswered. Almost every time
we meet with these youth, we see young people who are taking steps towards
Jesus. Yet | am reminded that so many of them have a long road ahead of them, a
path wherein they 'work out their salvation' in real life.

You see, the gospel is not an invitation to join a social group or pray a 5 minute
prayer. Salvation is not simply a profound miracle that we witness then move on.
It seems that God desires nothing less than the complete renovation of every
broken corner of my soul; a re-invention of my very identity. If | have learned
anything working with these kids, it is that | am not really very different from any
of them. | can wax eloquent about Moses and the slave identity. | am quite familiar
with the many facets and permutations of abuse on children. But | am left
pondering the truth that | also find myself on a deep journey of identity. | too am
learning new ways of thinking and living as God gives me the grace to see them
clearly.

And | am reminded that there was a whole generation of slaves who were
unable to make the transition. Despite the miracles, notwithstanding God's
patience and intervention, many of them simply refused to be anything but a
slave. How tragic! | invite you to pray this month for the youth we serve; not just
that they would respond to the gospel, but that they would engage in the deeper
work of finding a new, Christ centered identity, setting off on a journey to
complete freedom.
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We are currently
scheduling speaking
engagements for the fall
and winter. If you are
interested in inviting
one of our chaplains
to come and share with
your church, class, or
community group,
let us know!
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A Night to Remember

More than thirty women from churches all
across the region joined us last Thursday for Girls
Night Out, an event that Days of Hope hosts for
the young ladies on campus in St. James. We had
great participation from the girls on campus; every
resident from the three girls cottages came, and we
enjoyed a great evening together. We spent about
45 minutes in the Student Life Center, where our
volunteers demonstrated care for these girls in a
tangible way— cleaning and painting nails, eating
snacks, and connecting with each girl.

During the second half of our evening we all
squeezed into the chapel for worship and a special
speaker. It was amazing to hear all of those voices

singing together!

Jennifer Milligan shared her testimony
with the girls, and spoke to them about hope
in Christ. At the end of the evening, | offered
an opportunity for response to the group, and
about half a dozen girls indicated their desire to ac-
cept Christ! We closed with a prayer time; each girl
had their own prayer partner to encourage them
and pray with them.

After all of the residents and volunteers had left,
we packed up. On the way home, my cell phone was
sounding off repeatedly with emails and texts from
excited volunteers, sharing how God had touched
the young ladies that they were able to pray with.

Please remember to pray for these girls, that the
seeds of faith that were planted in
their lives will flourish in the days
and weeks to come.
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Jennifer shares
her story

Images of the children we serve have been removed to protect their privacy
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... They will be called oaks of righteousness,

T a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.
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—Isaiah 61.3
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(o7 ; alongside many dedicated professionals including
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P o educators, therapists, doctors and nurses, child
care workers and so many more who strive to help
these at—risk youth. The children we serve have been
‘3’: deeply scarred by every imaginable form of abuse,
abandonment, neglect, and harm.
We are supported by the prayer and gifts of individuals
and churches in our community.

Together we strive to passionately communicate the love of God to
hurting kids in a gentle way!
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